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Director’s Corner
	
One of our SEIT - special education itinerant teachers came into the office this afternoon in order to sign in.  She said to me, “Wow it is the 24th.  Where did this month go?  Memorial Day Weekend is upon us!”  She is right.  Where does the time go?  I am listening to the children as they engage in a spirited game of volley ball outside my window.  They understand all the rules, even if they don’t want to play by them.  They are working out their conflicts without the help of their teachers who are standing at the ready - if necessary.  
	
It has been a truly remarkable year for us.   Each month brought new and exciting challenges to both the children and the staff.  To say that there is never a dull moment at Oak Lane is somewhat of an understatement.

	I know that the children have spent the year engaged in many, many exciting and meaningful activities.  From science explorations to attending live theatrical performances, their minds have been stimulated in important and significant ways.  

	But of all the things that the children learned this year the most important skill that they attained was the ability to develop relationships, to make friends, to be a friend and to pass this skill on to others.  Successful interpersonal relationships are the bedrock of human development.  It is not possible to be a truly successful person without the successful cultivation of this skill.  The teaching of this skill is imbedded into every lesson that is taught here.

	Maria Montessori wrote, “It is not the child as a physical but as psychic being that can provide a strong impetus to the betterment of mankind.  It is the spirit of the child that can determine the course of human progress and lead it perhaps even to a higher form of civilization.”

	When we began to prepare to apply for our NAEYC accreditation under their new criteria we discovered that the very first standard that the organization asked us to explore was the “Relationship Standard”.

	The development of positive relationships is fundamental to quality in child care, preschool, and kindergarten programs.  NAEYC believes that teaching and learning can best occur in an environment that is nurturing, warm, and positive for children.  It is the organization’s belief that overall success in all the other standards is based on the positive development of many different relationships--among teachers and family members, between teachers and children, and among peers.  

	Relationships matter between teachers and families in order to maximize the quality of a child’s experience in an educational setting.  Administrative and teaching staff need to develop on-going positive relationships with family members.

	Relationships matter between teachers and children.  Children are active participants in the formation of relationships with adults and friends.  Relationships are not one-sided.  Even infants and very young children take part in the give-and-take of a relationship.  As children grow and learn, they become more aware of the feelings and needs of others, and they expect others to be responsive to their feelings in return.

	Relationships matter among children.  Children thrive in classrooms characterized by close teacher-child relationships, nurtured friendships, cooperative work and play, and minimal disruptive behavior.  

	Making friends is an important task for young children.  Teachers need not only to be aware of children’s abilities to successfully interact with peers but also to help children improve their skills.  In particular, teachers need to enhance children’s social-emotional development by creating opportunities for regular practice of social interactions so children learn to cooperate, negotiate, and resolve conflicts.  It is the responsibility of our staff to promote children’s cognitive development through play by creating opportunities in which children create shared meanings, establish gender identity, and solve problems.  They also provide children the emotional reward of successful interactions and friendship as well as help protect children from peer rejections or bullying.

	Children rely on their teachers as they begin to enter into friendships.  As teachers support positive peer relationships, they make sure that the classroom is a safe place for all children; teasing and fighting are not permitted ever.   Teachers create different groupings throughout the day to allow children to work and play in pairs as well as in both small and large groups.

	Positive relationships both thrive in and contribute to a respectful, fair, and emotionally safe classroom environment.  The children of Oak Lane are in harmonious classrooms and have teachers who actively counter potential bias and discrimination, build a positive community, validate and accept a broad range of feelings, and support and promote pro-social behavior.  

	It is a goal of the staff of Oak Lane to provide a program which promotes positive relationships among all children and adults in order to encourage each child’s sense of individual worth and belonging as part of a community and to foster each child’s ability to contribute as a responsible community member.  

	The rationale for this is simple.  Positive relationships are essential for the development of personal responsibility, capacity for self-regulation, for constructive interactions with others, and for fostering academic functioning and mastery.  Warm, sensitive, and responsive interactions help children develop a secure, positive sense of self and encourage them to respect and cooperate with others.  Positive relationships also help children gain the benefits of instructional experiences and resources.  Children who see themselves as highly valued are most likely to feel secure, thrive physically, get along with others, learn well and feel part of the community.

	Having said all of this about the importance of friendship, I am keenly aware of the concerns that many of our families have regarding the new classrooms in September and the placement of the children into them.   When I began thinking about the topic that I would write about this month and I thought that the important work that the staff and children do in the context of friendship would be a very appropriate topic.  

	As I mentioned last month, this is going to be the first time that we have two classes of children who, with a very few exceptions will be going on to kindergarten in September, 2011.  The task that I have before me is to take two plus classes and blend them into two homogenous groups.  Obviously in order to do this successfully, and in the best possible way for the children some changes will occur.  I have every confidence that the children will be fine.  In fact, I believe that they will be more than fine.  They will thrive.  

  	The goal of the make-up of the two new classes is to afford the children the opportunity of new challenges, both socially and academically.  In order to balance the classes it will be necessary to move some children into a different classroom, to keep some children in the same classroom that they are in this year and blend new children into the entire mix.    My plan is to initially develop a roster for each class.  After I have done this I plan to meet with all of the teachers in order to gather their input regarding my effort.  We will reach consensus and the rosters will be finalized.     

	The teachers and I are planning to do a lot of “planning” for next year.  Actually we have already begun.  We had our first curriculum meeting last Tuesday.  There is an evening workshop for the entire staff on Wednesday, June 30th.  And so it begins and we are very excited about the new year to come.

	I hope the month of June is a good one for all.  Summer will be upon us before we realize it and with it all the wonderful summer days at Oak Lane.
					
See you ‘round the center.
Ronnie
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	Please support our Scrips gift card fundraiser.  Oak Lane raises money without anyone having to spend an extra penny or peddle to friends and family!	
We think this is the easiest fundraiser in the world!  There’s no selling to friends or family.  You don’t have to part with any extra cash.  You simply buy cards for the purchases you’re going to make anyway and Oak Lane benefits!
See Ronnie or Therese for more information.
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Calendar
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June 23	- Trip
June 25	- Pot luck supper 4:30
July 5		- Closed
July 7		- Coconut Trip
August 20	- Trip
August 31	- Last Day for Current Coconuts
Sept 4 & 7	- Closed
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REQUESTS AND REMINDERS

Have you upgraded digital cameras lately?  Do you want to make a donation? If you have digital camera that you’d like to get rid of, we’re need three for our classrooms.  We’d be happy to give you a receipt for the donation for your taxes.  Thank you!!


Special Event Food Rules:  
1.  No homemade foods are allowed. 
1. The food must be in its original container with the ingredients list attached and legible.
1. The ingredients cannot include NUTS of any kind.
1. Even if nuts are not listed as an ingredient, items are not allowed if the label says they
3. May contain nuts
3. Were made in a factory that processes nut products
1.  You must check the ingredients list each time you purchase an item. 
1. Bakery items which do not have an ingredients list attached to the original packaging must be accompanied by a note on the bakery letterhead or receipt saying that the product is nut-free.  This includes Dunkin’ Donuts, local bakeries, etc.
1. You may not allow your child to enter the building with food from home, and if your child has peanut butter or nut products for breakfast, please be sure to wash his/her hands before leaving the house.
1.  If you would like to bring in special treats and would like an alternative to baked items, you might consider bringing in sherbet, ice cream or ice pops after checking the labels to be sure that they are nut-free.
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FROM THE BOARD

I can’t believe that it's June already!  This month truly flew by.  I am very excited about the upcoming months when Oak Lane turns into the best “camp” around.  This is when our kids get to experience the joy of serious water play.  I really enjoy the laid back tone at Oak Lane during the summer months.  This is the time when our kids have the opportunity to grow outside the boundaries of the walls around them.  There is much more movement between the classes.  This gives our kids the chance to really grow and stretch themselves to make new connections. 

I know that I am truly grateful for my little one to have this chance to mature.  I know it sounds corny, but I really do think Oak Lane is a magical place!  It’s a safe environment in which our kids can grow and learn surrounded by people who truly care for them.
 
I am sad to say that our last social event is zooming closer at the end of this month.  Our annual Pot Luck Supper/Graduation will be on June 25th at 4:30 pm.  This is the time where we get to say a formal good bye to our Coconuts, who are on their way to kindergarten!  They put on quite a show and we really see what “big kids” they have become.

 Of course, my favorite part of the evening is feasting on all the yummy food and singing along with Mr. Kurt!  And you don’t even need to think about a babysitter for this one.  It’s a great evening of enjoying your kids and socializing with familiar faces and all the teachers too.  Please don’t miss out on this great night.  I’ll see you then!

Loni Gardiner, President
Joy Puleo, Vice President
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Scholastic News
	On behalf of the staff and children of Oak Lane I would like to thank everyone who purchased books from Scholastic.  We were able to get more free books than I can count and hours of music and stories on CD thanks to your purchases.  Not only did you aid Oak Lane but your orders also helped children who didn’t have the luxury of having books, children of military families, and put books in doctors’ offices for all to share.
	This June brochure will be the last till September so if you haven’t ordered, or have in the past, we hope everyone will stock up for summer reading.  As you know, there is just so much time you can spend in the sun.  Finding a quiet patch of shade with a good book (or many) is a welcomed relief.  Orders can be placed online through www.scholastic.com.  Go to “Book Clubs” and follow the directions for Parents’ Orders.  Our password is “oakln”.  Orders can also be dropped off in the office.  The order date is June 15th.  Again, thank you all!  Enjoy your summer!
Happy Reading!
Betty
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ACORNS
	I was so happy to return to work after my wonderful honeymoon!  Now where would a Toddler teacher go on a honeymoon – to Disney World of course!  The children greeted me with lots of hugs and sweet greetings.  I showed them the pictures of all the different animals and various Disney characters that I took – favorite picture of all – the very scary Apes.  We had to look at it over and over again.
	When we went outside I noticed the airplanes flying overhead.  I told them I took an airplane when I went on vacation.  They all chimed in to tell me about their vacations and their airplane trips.  They are all speaking so beautifully.  Several of the children have advanced in their potty training skills and were very excited to show me their new panties and underwear.  Our newest little Acorn, Eve, was up and running and already adjusting nicely to her new routine.  She danced on the cellar door right alongside the other Acorns imitating their gestures.  She is very calm and confident in herself and goes about picking and choosing her activities.
	The children are so creative and expressive about what they are doing and what they wish to do.  The new artwork was hung showing all the different mediums the children worked with.  All the beautiful pastels they used were all the shades of Spring in bloom.  It is truly beautiful to see the uniqueness and style that each child uses to express themselves.  The children will request certain materials to work with and we teachers provide it for them.
	When children want blocks to create with they will ask for a specific shape or texture block and we are there to provide it to them.  Each structure is unique and tells a story.  Some of the structures are multi-level with two and three children planning and working together, inserting people and animals in various places.  The older children have their space to do this and work without the little ones knocking it over.  The little ones have their space to create and take it to the level they are comfortable with.
	I was not there for most of the month of May and in just one short month I could see all the growth, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially in each and every one of your little ones.  What an incredible staff of gifted teachers and loving parents working in harmony, respecting the individual uniqueness of how each child learns, providing for them the loving guidance they need to be the confident, independent, creative children they are!
	I was so touched by Ronnie’s beautiful words in last month’s Newsletter.  Oak Lane is truly a special place.  Working with the children and their families over the years has been pure joy.  The time has gone by so quickly.  I have met so many wonderful families and I am so thankful to have had the opportunity to share in the joy of your child’s early learning experience.
	I will continue to enjoy another exciting Summer with your children.  All the activities come outside – books, puzzles, games, paints, markers, crayons, chalk, picnics on the blankets, snacks under the umbrella.  Our Oak Lane Beach Club officially opens on July 1st.  Sprinklers for the children to cool off under and watertables filled with creative water toys are set up and ready for fun early in the morning.  Cool water is provided continually to keep them well hydrated.  Please remember to use sunscreen on your child before he gets dressed in the morning.  If you have forgotten please do so when you get to school.  Please provide watershoes, a bathing suit, and a beach towel.  The children love lounging on the towels.
	Thank you all for the beautiful Tiffany bowl with hearts and the lovely heart shaped jewelry box.  Your generosity and good wishes touched my heart.  
	The unit for the month of June will focus on Summer, The Oceans, Rivers, and Lakes, Insects, Day and Night, and Vacations and Travel.
	We wish all you wonderful dads a very Happy Father’s Day!  Enjoy!
Maureen, Nancy, Rita, Laura, Doreen and Lady
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CHESTNUTS
Summer is approaching and I’m piling on the sunscreen.  I’ve informed the children of what summer will be like when we combine the Walnut, Coconut, and the Chestnut classes together for camp in July. There are lots of fun-filled activities that Betty has created for the children to enjoy this summer. The children will enjoy the use of the sprinklers for those warmer days. Now, what does all this new information mean to one Chestnut? She would ask me from time to time during outdoor play, “Is it summer time yet?”
So what have we been learning?  We’ve learned some fun facts about farms.  We did a number of activities, games and listened to familiar songs about farm animals. Beginning with the animals that live on the farm, we learned the difference between animals and what they provide us with. We discussed how chickens lay eggs for us to eat.  Later we made a yummy apple cinnamon muffin recipe that included eggs and milk. The children were excited as usual to help with cooking, but they were more excited and curious as to what they were going to find inside the eggs. I kept their interest by telling them where I got the eggs that we were using for the muffins – a farm.  The children were surprised and wondered if there were real chickens inside the eggs. This was the most successful science experience we’ve had while cooking with the class. They didn’t know what to expect until I cracked the eggs.  We continued with cows and goats. The children learned that cows give us milk to drink and goats’ milk makes cheese. Also, cows’ and goats’ milk can be made into other dairy products. Each child enjoyed a cheese platter made up of Swiss, Provolone, Muenster, sharp yellow and other types of cheese. A child mentioned a dog as being a farm animal.  We explained to him that dogs are not really a farm animal, but they are very important. A dog helps protect the farm by keeping the wild animals away. The last thing we covered was the sheep.  The children learned that sheep are the animals that have a thick coat of wool on its body and provide us with clothing material that’s called wool. We showed the children a wool coat. Next, we talked about what grows on the farm?  The children learned that the daily fruits and vegetables we eat come from farms.  We tasted different vegetables - carrots, yellow peppers, cucumbers and celery with ranch dressing for dipping. The children saw the vegetables in its natural form before eating it.  
We covered a lot of farm topics and farm life and the Chestnuts liked it. In fact, the regard of the eggs for one child’s curiosity led me to my next lesson on Dinosaurs. Where do dinosaurs come from?  The simplest way to answer this question is to say that they lived many, many years ago before your parents were born.  Nora, Colin’s mom, volunteered to bring in a collection of games, books, and variety of dinosaur toys for the classroom to use and keep for the time being. I have to say, this lesson piqued all the children’s interest. With the assortment of dinosaur toys and games it drew their attention, and kept them engaged with one another. Through play the children were learning things on their own such as naming the animals, comparing and contrasting, size, shape, and colors. In addition, I teamed up with the storyteller Pauline and asked her if she would bring in an activity on dinosaur for the children. Pauline is very good at what she does and the children are delighted to have her. Pauline creates a unique way of telling children’s stories.  Her story telling is creative and dramatic. It is full of rhythm, singing, finger play, and movement. What a great way to end the lesson. It was just the right activity to have for the children.  She did a wonderful job with the stories she read and the activities that were conducted on the play ground.
We explored the life cycle of frogs, and visited the Walnut Room to see tadpoles.  The teachers were kind enough to give us a little tank of our own so we too can keep a close watch on how tadpoles developed and emerged into frogs. We played games with our own cut outs of lily pads, made giggly Jell-O and acted out to the story Five Green and Speckled Frogs.  They enjoyed it so much they continue to sing it in the classroom!  Another activity we did that was fun, quick, easy and required no cooking was the mystery creation called Oobleck. The children can play with this material all day long. Below I’ve included the recipe for you to make at home with your child.
Oobleck:
2 cups white glue
1 ½ cups water (room temperature) 
1 cup HOT water
2 ½ tbsp-20 Mule Team Borax
2 bowls
-food coloring to preference
1) In bowl combine room temperature water and glue. Blend thoroughly. Add food coloring.
2) In another bowl combine HOT water and Borax stirring until Borax is dissolved.
3) Slowly pour water and glue mixture into Borax mixture stirring constantly.

*Note: there will be some water left over during the final process of mixing.  That’s okay, drain it out and you may use your hands to finish the mixing.  Enjoy it! (Do not eat)

Our next unit will be Gardening.
Just a few notes: check your Childs clothing bin for seasonal clothing. Please apply sunscreen on your child in the morning, and we will reapply in the afternoon.  I am looking forward to meeting with you soon for our conferences.
Have a great month 
Leslie and Rosa
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WALNUTS
	As a child I remember hearing grownups saying how time flies and how each year goes more quickly than the last.  I know what we did this year, but it sure went so fast!  Memorial Day weekend is upon us already!
	We just completed a busy month studying weather and plants.  We have weather person as a job and this made his/her job even more important because we learned to look to the clouds and even the leaves of the trees to predict weather.  We created a weather station to gauge the rain and also the wind.
	We planted herbs, experimented with lima beans by planting them in dirt, placing them in wet paper towels in baggies, and placing them in water to see which way roots grew the quickest.  We learned about root systems and even went on root hunts outside.  The children discovered the biggest roots are at the top of the hill attached to the tree trunks!  We planted the flower garden and saw the effects of water on our plants.  Every year we plant a flower garden, but this year seemed to take on special meaning.  Teaching about the root system, for example, is ok but playing with it, changing it, touching it and talking about it takes on new meaning.  I could hear the Walnuts asking Betty, "Can we go on a root hunt again?"  They pretended to be plants and asked to be sprayed so they could grow!  Fantastic!  We created real-world applications to the learning.  We encouraged creativity, connections to the learning and reflective thinking.  We created a place where learning was respected and nourished. 	
	I like to play silly games with the children during transition times of the day.  One of them is to lip-sync songs and have them guess what song I am singing.  It is very funny!  Some just call out names of songs.  Others concentrate on my lips for cues and they are quite good at this game.  If they are really good I say that there is no more I can teach them and pretend to go home.  They yell and laugh.   Of course I stay!  The other day Betty was playing a game about plants with them.  They knew all the answers!  Without prompting one of the children looked at me and said, “You can’t go home!”  Oh the fun we have learning!
	Our next adventure will be community.  There is so much to explore from policemen, firemen, mailmen, our UPS man to the businesses right on our little street.  Did you know that we have a nail salon, a tailor, a hair salon, a real estate firm, a photography studio, a car wash and an engineering firm on Memorial Drive?  We hope to visit them and learn about what they do.  We'll create a restaurant in the classroom and see where that takes us.  The possibilities are almost endless!
	We now have leaf cover in the yard, but please apply sun block every morning and we will reapply it in the afternoon.  This is so important!!  We also provide water for the children so they don't get over-heated and stay hydrated.  Please send in shorts and t-shirts to replace the winter clothes in your child's box.  And yes, you can take home the winter boots.  The mud season has come and gone!  
	We are looking forward to another great month at school and a trip to the Maritime Center in Norwalk!
	Happy Father’s day to all you dads!
Marty, Betty and Shayne
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COCONUTS
 I recently began receiving Early Childhood News, The Professional Resource for Teachers and Parents, after taking an online course through the Childcare Education Institute.  It is a newsletter with various articles, ideas and advice having to do with young children ages birth through 8 years old.  I was happy to see that this month’s theme was science.  
A smile came across my face as I read the article titles but I was especially interested in the one titled “Hands-on Science for Young Children” by Tanya Eggers.  The day before I read the article it was hot outside so we filled the outdoor sensory tables with some cold water.  It wasn’t long before the children were elbow deep in water, sand and woodchips, combining, pouring and cleaning different natural materials found around the playground.  As those children were busy mixing and exploring, another group of children were removing wood chips from the area that will be a new garden.  They were working together using rakes, shovels and their dump trucks to dig up the wood chips and then move them to another part of the playground.  
These children were actively exploring their natural world.  Ms. Eggers states in her article that “Scientific exploration promotes the development of problem solving skills, recognition of cause and effect, and organizing and classifying.  These explorations lay the foundation for future understanding of more complex science concepts later.” On a daily basis the children are exploring, discovering and discussing how things work, feel and grow in the world around them.  In the block area, they investigate the best way to construct a building and in the sensory table they explore the unique characteristics of lentils.  In a conversation with the children this past month about spring, we discussed things that grow.  A list was generated with everything from babies to wheat.  These types of conversations are continued at lunch time when, for instance, two children were discussing which foods that Frank made could be grown in a garden.
“Teachers can stimulate curiosity by asking questions themselves, and by responding with warmth and enthusiasm to children’s inquiries” (Trawick-Smith, p. 205).
Conversation plays a large part in developing a child’s life-long love of learning and specifically, in this article, science.  It is also important to provide materials and hands-on opportunities for that learning and discovering. Use the conversations as a starting point and a guide for future explorations. Then it becomes our responsibility to provide those learning experiences via various materials and the time to have those hands-on experiences.
“Developmentally, young children learn and understand best from what they can see, touch, feel, and manipulate.”  Children are naturally curious.  Oak Lane is a very unique place in that it’s outside facility provides as much learning, exploration and discovery as the classroom allowing them to build on their curiosity.  I believe what Ms. Eggers is saying is that science is all around us and it is our responsibility to allow the children to ask questions, discuss and get dirty while they discover the world around them.  This will enable them to make connections that will continue to develop throughout their life.  
Maura, Stacey and Helen


I am enclosing the following tax-deductible contribution to Oak Lane Child Care Center:
     $1,000		     $500		    $250		     $100
$				  Other
Name:  											
Address:  											
Telephone:  						Email:  			
Please mail this form to:  Oak Lane Child Care Center
49 Memorial Drive
Chappaqua, NY  10514
Or visit http://www.oaklaneccc.com/donate.aspx in order to make a donation online via Paypal.  
If you prefer, you can purchase a personalized brick for our Path to the Future.  You can find our Brick Order Form at 
http://www.oaklaneccc.com/resources/newsletters/brickbrochure4a.pdf
*Oak Lane Child Care Center of Pleasantville, Inc. is a federally registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  A copy of our latest annual report filed with the State of New York may be obtained by contacting Oak Lane Child Care Center of Pleasantville, Inc. at (914) 238-3756 or the Attorney General of the State of New York, Department of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, 3rd Floor, New York, NY  10271
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