Director’'s Corner

| hope that you are all enjoying this summer. Summer time at Oak Lane
has gotten off to a great start. After careful planning by the staffs of the
Chestnut, Walnut and Coconut classes with Betty taking the lead, the themes
were decided upon and the classes divided into three groups. The children are
always enthusiastic about the summer program. They welcome the different
groupings of their peers. They also enjoy the opportunity of tfraveling from
classroom to classroom as they participate in the different activities that are
planned for them.

The afternoons have been perfect, thanks to the “weather gods”. The
children are out in the sprinklers and exploring the “stuff” in the water tables. We
end the water play at 4:30 in order to be able to provide the children the
appropriate time to change and get cleaned up. Afterwards there is always
time for more outdoor play and/or a good book untfil it is time to go home.

Never one to rest on our laurels we are not content to just enjoy the
summer. Now that we have the summer program well in hand, we returned to
the very important work of preparing for our new year.

Last Wednesday the staff and | continued our work towards developing
our new school program. We were joined by Professor Rayna Alperstein from
Manhattanville College. She has agreed to be our advisor as we move Oak
Lane forward . Professor Alperstein is a professor in the Department of Education
at Manhattanville, where she teaches both undergraduate and graduate
courses. Previously she was the director of Christ Church Nursery School in Rye
for 18 years. She has also been a consultant for the Office of Children and
Family Services here in Westchester and the Westchester Affiliate of the National
Association for the Education of Young Children. She is an expert in the
constructivist philosophy of education. She has traveled several times to Reggio
Emilia, Italy in order to study the educational approach developed there.

The city of Reggio Emilia in Italy is recognized worldwide for its innovative
approach to education. Its signature education philosophy has become known
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as the Reggio Emilia Approach which many preschool programs around the
world including in the U.S. have adopted. The Reggio Emilia philosophy is
based upon the following set of principles:

Children must have some confrol over the direction of their learning;

Children must be able to learn through experiences of touching, moving,
listening, seeing, and hearing;

Children have a relationship with other children and the material items in
the world that children must be allowed to explore and

Children must have endless ways and opportunities to express themselves.

The Reggio Emilia approach to teaching young children puts the natural
development of children as well as the close relationships that they share with
their environment at the center of its philosophy. Early childhood programs that
have successfully adapted to this educational philosophy share that they are
attracted to Reggio because of the way it views and respects the child.

This philosophy is not unknown to the teachers of Oak Lane. All of the
teachers have had opportunities to participate in work shops and study groups
that taught the Reggio approach. Indeed, over the years we have
incorporated many of the Reggio precepts in our program here.

We now find ourselves at a moment in time that is transformative. By
having the opportunity of working closely with two classes of the same age on
the same floor, we believe that this is a seminal moment for Oak Lane. We are
going fo retool the program, with Professor Alperstein’s help and guidance to
truly reflect this progressive form of early childhood education - ever mindful of
the New York State educational standards for preschool children.

We are going to redesign the classrooms for two reasons. The first reason
is that it is a good thing to do. By rearranging the furniture it offers different
perspectives and opens up new possibilities for more imaginative teaching and
learning. Research shows that children’s brains are stimulated when you
carefully change their environment. We are going to do this is in all of the
classrooms. Other supportive elements of the environment include ample
space for supplies, frequently rearranged to draw attention to their aesthetic
features. In each classroom there will be studio spaces in the form of large
cenftrally located ones and smaller spaces clearly designated for large- and
small-group activities.

In the Reggio approach, the teacher is considered a co-learner and
collaborator with the child and not just an instructor. Teachers are encouraged
to facilitate the child’s learning by planning activities and lessons based on the
children’s interests, asking questions to further understanding, and actively
engaging in the activities alongside the child.
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The curriculum is characterized by many features advocated by
contemporary research on young children, including real-life problem-solving
among peers, with numerous opportunities for creative thinking and exploration.
Teachers will often work on projects with small groups of children, while the rest
of the class engages in a wide variety of self-selected activities typical of
preschool classrooms.

Projects will begin with teachers observing and questioning children about
the topic of interest. Based on children’s responses, teachers infroduce
materials, questions and opportunities that will provoke children to further
explore the topic. While some of the teacher provocations are anficipated,
projects offen move in unanticipated directions as a result of problems children
identify. Accordingly, our curriculum planning and implementation will look
differently because it will revolve around open-ended and often long-term
projects that are based on the reciprocal nature of teacher-directed and child-
initiated activity.

As the children proceed in an investigation, generating and testing their
hypotheses, they will be encouraged to depict their understanding through one
of many symbolic languages, including drawing, sculpture, dramatic play and
writing. They will work together toward the resolution of problems that arise.

Reggio Emilia’s approach to early childhood education reflects a
theoretical kinship with John Dewey, Jean Piaget, Lev Vygotsky and Jerome
Bruner among others. Much of what occurs in the classroom reflects a
constructivist approach to early education.

As you might imagine our staff meeting with Professor Alperstein was very
intense. We accomplished a lot because the meeting ran quite late. There was
so much to cover and the interest level on the part of the staff was so focused
that we seemed to lose track of time.

We started a conversation with no end. It is very exciting. | fully anticipate
that we are going to have many more meetings as we begin to implement our
new curriculum.

More to come.
See you 'round the Center,

Ronnie
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Calendar
July 5 - Closed
July 7 - Coconut Trip
August 20 - Yankee Stadium Tour
August 31 - Last Day for Current Coconuts
Sept3 &6 - Closed

HOLIDAY CLOSING LIST July 2010 - July 2011

JULY 5, 2010 INDEPENDENCE DAY
SEPTEMBER 3, 2010 STAFF WORK DAY
SEPTEMBER 6, 2010 LABOR DAY
OCTOBER 11, 2010 COLUMBUS DAY
NOVEMBER 25 & 26, 2010 THANKSGIVING
DECEMBER 24 & 27, 2010 CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER 31, 2010 NEW YEAR'S
JANUARY 17, 2011 MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
FEBRUARY 21, 2011 PRESIDENTS' DAY
APRIL 22, 2011 GOOD FRIDAY

MAY 27,2011 STAFF DEVELOPMENT
MAY 30, 2011 MEMORIAL DAY
JULY 4, 2011 INDEPENDENCE DAY

We have the easiest on-going fundraiser in the world! There's no selling to friends
or family. You simply buy gift cards for the purchases you're going to make anyway
and Oak Lane benefits! You can purchase cards for all manner of local products:
Starbucks, grocery stores, gas stations, Dunkin’ Donuts, etc.

See Ronnie or Therese for more information.
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REQUESTS AND REMINDERS

PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW ASAP - IN WRITING IS BEST:
e If you change phone numbers (home, work cell) or email addresses.
e If you won’t be available at your normal contact number for the day.
e If your pickup plans change and someone else is coming to get your
child.
e If someone you've authorized to pick up your child should be removed
from the list or if someone should be added.

Label anything of your child’s that you'd like returned to you. Shoes, towels,
clothing, toys, sunscreen....

Sunscreen your child in the morning before bringing him/her to Oak Lane.
Check your child’s box — we need seasonally appropriate clothes that fit — and
please empty your child’s mailbox and art cubby regularly.

Bring back any borrowed Oak Lane clothing.

The last day for our current Coconuts is Tuesday, August 31, 2010.

New students may begin their fransitions on Wednesday, September 1, 2010. |If
you need to make other arrangements, please call your student’s head teacher
at 914-238-3756.

Students are required to have an annual physical exam and Oak Lane must
maintain records of these exams. Please turn your forms in promptly.

Enroliment packets will be distributed in early August and are due on September
1, 2010. Please feel free to bring them in earlier if you like.

If you have an unwanted digital camera that you'd like to donate, we need
three for our classrooms. We'd be happy to give you a receipt for the donation
for your taxes. Thank youl!

We have students enrolled who have life-threatening food allergies.
Our Food Rules were developed to keep them safe:
1. No homemade foods are allowed.
2. The food must be in its original container with the ingredients list
aftached and legible.
3. The ingredients cannot include NUTS of any kind.
4. Even if nuts are not listed as an ingredient, items are not
allowed if the label says they
a. May contain nuts
b. Were made in a factory that processes nut products

Page 5 of 7



. You must check the ingredients list each time you purchase an
item.

. Bakery items which do not have an ingredients list attached to
the original packaging must be accompanied by a note on
the bakery letterhead or receipt saying that the product is nut-
free. This includes Dunkin' Donuts, local bakeries, etc.

. You may not allow your child to enter the building with food
from home, and if your child has peanut butter or nut products
for breakfast, please be sure to wash his/her hands before
leaving the house.

. If you would like to bring in special treats and would like an
alternative to baked items, you might consider bringing in
sherbet, ice cream or ice pops after checking the labels to be
sure that they are nut-free.
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Oak Lane Child Care Center

49 Memorial Drive
Chappaqua, NY 10514

Phone: (914) 238-3756 Fax: (914)238-3757

Email: oaklaneccc@excite.com

Personalized Brick Order Form
One brick per order form please. Please copy form if necessary.

Thank you for your interest in ordering a personalized brick for our PATH TO THE FUTURE

Ordered By:

Address:

City, State, Zip Code

Phone

Check Number

Amt.

[=fOne=@E - % __BF Brizxlh:

$100.

Pl

ease

clearly

on your brick. Please note only 15 characters per line are permitted, including spacing and

punctuation.

Eldnes~8" Kk 82 .Bdick:

$200.

Pl

ease

clearly

your brick. Please note only 15 characters per line are permitted, including spacing and punctuation.

Oak Lane Child Care Center will not be held responsible for errors due to illegible writing. All information will be printed in block
letters in a font similar to the one shown here. All brick orders will be approved by the Oak Lane Child Care before being ordered.
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